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from the soul of man, where they were first riveted
by the very same hand of power that created him ;
that could harden the soul against the terrors of his
Maker, and blot out all the representations of God,
which the light of nature and of reason had printed
upon his mind.

It is beyond even the lofty theme I am upon, and
as the power of magic cannot reach it, so it is also
beyond me to conceive of it, either what power it is
wrought by, or from what strange corrupted foun-
tain it flows. I confess, I cannot find in my heart
to charge Satan with it, for I would not slander the
Devil; nor do I find any footsteps of it in all the
Devil's story, or in all the accounts of his manage-
ment in the world : I leave it therefore to the learned
searchers into the antiquity of these times, to find
out, if it be possible, its original, and tell us from
whence it proceeds ; promising in the mean time,
that if they will but tell me where it begun, I'll take
care to give them an account where it will end, and
that from very good authority.

The bringing mankind to deny the being of their
Maker, is a thing in itself so surprising, so shocking
to nature and to common sense, that it cannot but
raise our curiosity, if possible, to find out its origi-
nal ; I acknowledge myself to have lost a great
deal of labour in the search, nor have all the me-
thods I have hitherto taken been able to give me
any considerable light into the matter. I am loath,
I confess, to go to Satan himself to inquire about it,
and so deal with the Devil myself, while I am ex-
ploding the practice in others. Besides, I am very
doubtful, whether, if I did, he could give me a true,
or at least, a full account of it; for I am under a full
persuasion that it is beyond him, that the original
was from the nature of man, arrived by his own im-
provement to a height beyond his first instructor.
How the heart of man became receptive of wicked-